the king was anointed with oil and acclaimed king ("Long live the king!") to the sound of a horn or trumpets. The second part was in the palace, where the new king sat on his throne. In addition, there are some details contained in one account rather than the other. In the case of Joash we are told that prior to the anointing he was presented with a crown and the ‫,עדות‬ "testimony." Most likely the ‫עדות‬ is the same as the ‫,חק‬ the "decree" of the Lord, in Ps 2:7. One may compare the Egyptian pharaoh Thutmose III, who is said to have received both the crown and the protocol at his coronation.3 Another interesting detail in connection with Joash's coronation is in 2 Kgs 11:14, where following the reference to the king's anointing we read that he stood by the pillar of the temple, as was the custom. The same temple pillar seems to be envisaged in 2 Kgs 23:3, where we read that King Josiah stood by the pillar when he entered into a covenant with Yahweh. The parallel account of Joash's coronation in 2 Chr 23:13 states that the pillar was at the entrance to the temple. If so, it is likely to have been either the pillar Jachin or Boaz.4 In the case of Solomon we read that he was led down on David's mule to the Gihon spring (a sacred spot which must have been associated with a tent sanctuary), where Nathan and Zadok anointed him king (1 Kgs 1:33, 38, 44). We find royalty associated with the mule elsewhere (e.g. Absalom in 2 Sam 18:9).
Since the mule is a cross between a donkey and a horse, it is perhaps appropriate to recall Zech 9:9, where we famously read of the future king riding on a donkey. It is strange that Rex Mason states that there was nothing particularly humble about this, since the verse actually states that the king is "humble and riding on a donkey."5 However, this is not to deny that the donkey had a long history in Israel and the ancient Near East as an animal associated with the monarchy. Thus, in 2 Samuel various figures associated with the royal family ride on a donkey (see 2 Sam 16:2; 17:23; 18:9). There is also an interesting verse in Gen 49:11 associating the donkey with the Davidic monarchy. Here, in Jacob's blessing of Judah, following a clear reference to the Davidic monarchy in v. 10 ("The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet . . ."), we read of the king, "Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey's
